
Historic 
Carson Block Building

The Carson Block Building in the historic part of downtown Eureka was 
built in 1891–1892 and was purchased by the Northern Califor-
nia Indian Development Council in 1986. The building has 
had a number of renovations and alterations over the 
years, including the conversion of the Ingomar 
Theater into storage areas at the second and 
third floors.

The current  changes of the Carson 
Block Building consists of: the re-
habilitation of the entire building 
to a period of historic significance 
about 1910s, which includes the 
removal of the plaster stucco and 
glass block that obscured the his-
toric features; this work also in-
cludes restoration of the southwest 
turret, which had been misguidedly 
removed in the 1950s “moderniza-
tion.” The façade has been completely 
restored including restoring the pebbling 
above the third floor windows, reconstruct-
ing the terra cotta panels, restoring the exterior 
window frames and replacing the copper flashing 
thus restoring the building to it’s historic significance. 
The roof and gutters have been replaced as well. Inside, the 
offices have been repainted and new carpet has been installed. The 

current seismic upgrade of the building includes                work from the basement 
level through all floors with new steel brace framing and moment 

frames imbedded into the walls; a new mezzanine level has 
also been constructed replacing the existing mezzanine; 

and renovation of office spaces and an event space 
in the old theater space; new heating and ven-

tilation system; updated rest rooms for ADA 
compliance; new electrical systems, data, 

communications and lighting; new 
fire protection systems, including a 
new automatic fire sprinkler system 
throughout the building and new 
code-compliant fire alarms.

This rehabilitation of one of the 
first office buildings in Eureka has 
been a collaboration of the public 

and private sectors combining ef-
forts to fulfill NCIDC’s need to be of 

service to the community in a safe, ef-
ficient and attractive facility. Throughout 

the process of design and construction we 
have strived to balance the necessities of the 

seismic upgrade with the historic fabric require-
ments for the best solutions. We hope to have the 

building last another 120 years as a sound statement of com-
munity pride and commitment.

The Northern California Indian Development Council 
proudly presents the newly restored and renovated
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